































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Origins of Altar and Tabernacle of Japan
Eiichi　IMOTO
  In the 7th century Persian refugees came to Japan several times.  They 
were invited to the royal Urabon ceremony, an ancestor-worshipping 
Buddhist ceremony of Persian origin. 
  In the Urabon ceremony an altar or a pair of altars were constructed in 
the outdoor or in a temporary shrine. When the ceremony finished these 
altars were destructed like those of ancient Hebrews.
  The temporary shrine of Japan resembles the tabernacle of Hebrews,  A 
portable shrine of Japan, which the god gets into and travels around his 
territory resembles the Ark of Covenant with two slates inside.
  People came to Japan from China, Korea, and Central or Southern Asia 
across the sea and introduced many cultures into her.
